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and sorry that the children had gone away from Cettinje.
Sandro was Alexander's pet name. They had even a toy
horse and carriage, very handsome, and Alexander
could sit astride the horse while Prince Paul sat in the
carriage.

Alexander was fonder of Paul than he was of his
elder brother George or of Ms sister. And this childish
attachment was a thing that persisted. Long afterwards,
when Alexander became King, he still must have
Prince Paul near him. He did not crave the presence
of Elena or of Prince George. But his cousin Paul
must be his neighbour at Bled., in Slovenia, and at his
palace outside Belgrade.

The 24th October, 1896, was a great date, when
Aunt Helen married the heir to the throne of Italy
and Peter took the children, all except Elena, to Rome
for the festivities. Elena did not have enough marks
at school and was punished by being left behind.

Alexander grew up speaking French, went to an
elementary school in the town and sat with Genevan
boys and girls of his own age, working sums on a slate,
poring over history books, learning geography and
drawing maps, though he was never asked to draw a
map of the Balkan Peninsula, that part of the world
not being thought sufficiently important for Swiss
children to study. Only older pupils learned about
the Balkans. Little Sandro was a good boy, better
behaved than his elder brother George. He was a
favourite with his teachers and sometimes obtained
better marks than his father thought he was entitled to.
But he was a characteristic schoolboy who went every
morning with his satchel on his shoulders. He played
games in the playground and the street, and was popular
with the other boys. At home a Serbian lady called
each day, generally in the evenings, to teach him his
own language. His father taught him Serbian history,
showed him Serbia on the map of Europe, showed
him Bosnia and Herzegovina, the places where battles